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without dispute. The secret springs of the fierce and sudden
controversy lay in the suspicion that this idea of a Supreme War
Council covered an intrigue against Sir William Robertson and
Sir Douglas Haig.
There had been hints of it in the Press for some time before.
On the 2nd November, 1917, Colonel Repington noted in his
Diary " the set being made at the General Staff by the Man-
chester Guardian, Evening Standard, and other papers, all the
attacks obviously inspired from the same source, and no one
doubts that Downing Street is this source." As the world was
much later to learn from Sir William Robertson himself, the
Prime Minister had long been interfering at every turn in the
military conduct of the war, his fixed idea being that there was
a " deadlock " on the Western Front, a deadlock not made by
the straining bodies of equal antagonists but by the trenches
in which they defended themselves. They were, indeed, like
two equal teams in a tug-of-war, in which both sides had dug
their heels deeply into the ground, and pulled and sweated
without visible advantage either way; but it would have been
none the less dangerous to have taken away part of one team
in the belief that the position was fixed, since it was not the
holes in the ground; but the stamina and weight of the athletes
that must sooner or later pull one side or the other over the
line.
The Englishman, after his nature, was ready to go on pulling
until the other side cracked: the Welshman proposed to dodge
round the corner. Lloyd George, after backing Nivelle's short
cut against the advice of both Robertson and Haig, pressed for
one campaign to penetrate the Julian Alps and another to
capture Jerusalem. When the stubborn soldier kept on replying,
"It can't be done, Mr. Prime Minister," Mr. Lloyd George
insisted upon calling in a " second opinion," in the persons of
Lord French and Sir Henry Wilson; but so far Robertson
Haig had contrived to hold their own in the argument.
Sir Henry Wilson was a soldier fertile of ideas and
in exposition, and it was he who first proposed the Supreme War
Council. Thus on August 23rd, 1917, he records in his Diary how-
he met Lloyd George and Philip Kerr (Ms secretary}1: " I first
1 Afterwards Marquis of Lothian.